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Trade and Distributor Organizations

- Japan Fish Wholesalers’ Association . 1 0 .
- All Japan Fish Brokers Union Tunas are highly migratory fish species.
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% Malaysia Tuna Association joined the OPRT as a full member on April 1, 2025. Therefore, the
total number of full members of the OPRT is 23 as of June 19, 2025.
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OPRT Activities

H Redgistration of Responsible Tuna Fishing Vessels in OPRT

More than 90% of large scale tuna longline vessels in the world are registered in OPRT to
conduct tuna fishing in responsible manner.

mElimination of IUU Fishing

OPRT took full action in eliminating the IUU/FOC tuna longline fishing vessels. (from 2001
to 2003, OPRT, with cooperation of the tuna fishing industries in Japan and Chinese Taipei,
scraped 39 and sank 4 IUU/FOC tuna longline fishing vessels.)

In order to prevent IUU fishing, OPRT continuously monitors the tuna production in the world
through analysis of data on tuna imported to Japan, the positive list of regional fisheries
management organizations, etc.

IUU : illegal, unreported and unregulated
FOC : flag of convenience

m Supporting Positve List Scheme

OPRT promoted the early implementation of the Positive List Scheme. Following the
adoption of this Scheme by ICCAT in 2002 it was adopted by all other regional tuna
fisheries management organizations, including IATTC, I0TC, CCSBT, and WCPFC. With the
affirmation by FAO/Committee on Fisheries in 2003 on the need for the global
implementation of the Positive List Scheme has been working to eliminate tunas caught by
IUU fishing vessels from the markets.

mReducing Excess Fishing Capacity

OPRT is working to reduce excess fishing capacity of tuna longline fishing. However, to ensure
sustainable tuna resources, appropriate measures need to be taken with regard to other tuna
fishing methods, such as, large-scale purse seining and FADs (Fish Aggregating Devices) .

% At the World Tuna Longline Fisheries Conference in August 2003, OPRT members jointly declared to take effective measures
respectively and jointly to restrict tuna longline fishing capacity on a global and sustainable level.
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mReducing by-catch

OPRT promotes responsible fishing technologies to reduce by-catch from tuna longline
fishing e.g. seabirds and sea turtles

P> Seabirds : Using ‘Tori pole’ to reduce seabird by-catch

“Cannot get close to the

ship because Tori pole

gets in my way.

Tori pole
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Efforts are being made by regional tuna fisheries
&) management organizations and FAO to ensure the
compatibility of sea turtle conservation and fishery
sustainability.

» Sharks

OPRT encourages its member fishing vessels to minimize by-catch and encourages
full utilization of sharks.

® Promoting Intemational Cooperation Among Fishermen

OPRT promotes international cooperation among fishermen for ensuring implementation of
management measures and sustainable use of tuna resources.






