
Promotes responsible tuna
fisheries for ensuring
sustainable use of tuna
resources.

aims at

Eliminating IUU Tuna Fisheries

Reducing By-catch

Reducing Excess Fishing Capacity
International Cooperation Among Fishermen

www.oprt.or.jp
CIEL BLUE Koji-machi (4F), 3-4-3 Koji-machi, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-0083   TEL:03-6256-9138 FAX:03-6256-9139 
OPRT<Organization for the Promotion of Responsible Tuna Fisheries>
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The western and
Central Pacific Commission 

Tuna Regional Fisheries Management Organizations
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-Japan Fisheries Resource Conservation
  Association

-Japan Fisheries Association

Public Corporation
-Overseas Fishery Cooperation
  Foundation(Japan)
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Supporting Members

Grand Total 

22

46- Deepsea Fisheries Management Ltd. 
   of Republic of Seychelles

- Japan Tuna Fisheries Cooperative
 　Association
- National Ocean Tuna Fishery Association
  (Japan)(Withdrew from OPRT on Mar. 31, 2025)

- National Offshore Tuna Fisheries
 　Association(Japan)

- Korea Overseas Fisheries Association
  (Tuna Longline Fisheries Committee)

- Philippine International Tuna Longline Association

- Indonesia Tuna Association(ASTUIN)

- China Overseas Fisheries Association

- FUNDATUNA(Ecuador)

- Taiwan Tuna Association

Number of
registered vesselsMember Organizations

-  Federated States of Micronesia 
 　    National Offshore Fisheries Association 

 Trade and Distributor Organizations
-  Japan Fish Wholesalers’ Association
-  All Japan Fish Brokers Union 
-  All Japan Fish Retailers Union

-  Nareau Tuna Boat Owners Association Inc.
   of Republic of Kiribati

-  Marshall Islands Tuna Fisheries Association 

-  Ming Dar Fishery (Vanuatu) Co., Ltd.

OPRT members and registered vessels           (as of Mar 2025)

-  Cook Islands Commercial Fishing Association Inc.

- Kenya Tuna Fisheries Association

0

* Malaysia Tuna Association joined the OPRT as a full member on April 1, 2025. Therefore, the

total number of full members of the OPRT is 23 as of June 19, 2025.



More than 90% of large scale tuna longline vessels in the world are registered in OPRT to

conduct tuna fishing in responsible manner.

OPRT encourages its member fishing vessels to minimize by-catch and encourages
full utilization of sharks.

OPRT promotes international cooperation among fishermen for ensuring implementation of
management measures and sustainable use of tuna resources.

OPRT is working to reduce excess fishing capacity of tuna longline fishing. However, to ensure

sustainable tuna resources, appropriate measures need to be taken with regard to other tuna 

fishing methods, such as, large-scale purse seining and FADs(Fish Aggregating Devices). 

OPRT promoted the early implementation of the Positive List Scheme. Following the

adoption of this Scheme by ICCAT in 2002 it was adopted by all other regional tuna

fisheries management organizations, including IATTC, IOTC, CCSBT, and WCPFC. With the

affirmation by FAO/Committee on Fisheries in 2003 on the need for the global

implementation of the Positive List Scheme has been working to eliminate tunas caught by

IUU fishing vessels from the markets.

OPRT took full action in eliminating the IUU/FOC tuna longline fishing vessels.(from 2001

to 2003, OPRT, with cooperation of the tuna fishing industries in Japan and Chinese Taipei,

scraped 39 and sank 4 IUU/FOC tuna longline fishing vessels.)

In order to prevent IUU fishing, OPRT continuously monitors the tuna production in the world 

through analysis of data on tuna imported to Japan, the positive list of regional fisheries

management organizations, etc. 

IUU : illegal, unreported and unregulated

FOC : flag of convenience
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Note:Total of bigeye, yellowfin
         and skipjack tunas.

World tuna catch by fishing gear(1993-2022）
A large increase in the

catch of tunas caught

by purse seine fishing.

Source：  IATTC：Tunas, stocks and ecosystem in the eastern Pacific Ocean in 2022
WCPFC：Tuna Fishery Yearbook 2022 (November 2023)
IOTC：Best scientific estimates of nominal catch data for IOTC species (used for stock assessment purposes and fully disaggregated by species and gear)Summary_Resume (DATASETS-2023-11-22)
ICCAT：Standing Committee on Research and Statistics (SCRS) last report「Report of the Standing Committee on Research and Statistics(October 2023)」
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Registration of Responsible Tuna Fishing Vessels in OPRT

Elimination of IUU Fishing

Reducing Excess Fishing Capacity

Promoting International Cooperation Among Fishermen




