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NEWSLETTER INTERNATIONAL
FOR CONSERVATION AND SUSTAINABLE USE OF TUNAS 

OPRT promotes responsible tuna fisheries to ensure sustainable use of tuna resources. OPRT represents all stakeholders in tuna fisheries, 
including major tuna fishing operators in the world, as well as traders, distributors, and consumers in Japan.

OPRT calls for fair and effective measures to be es-
tablished and implemented without delay to realize the 
recovery of the WCPO bigeye stock, and for the major 
uncertainties in the latest assessment for this stock to 
be resolved swiftly so that an improved assessment 

will be available as soon as possible

WCPO bigeye tuna

SEPT. 2017/OCT. 2017
Nos. 61/62

On October 3, OPRT sent a letter to Mr. Feleti 
P. Teo, Executive Director of the Western 
and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission    

(WCPFC), calling for effective actions towards the 
recovery of the bigeye stock in the western and cen-
tral Pacific Ocean (WCPO). With respect to the new 
assessment for this stock discussed at the Scientific 
Committee meeting (SC13) held last August, addition-
al scientific work is requested to adequately resolve 
the uncertainties that the SC13 itself admitted and to 
enable the SC to come up with a new reliable stock as-
sessment.     

 The letter was prepared based on the deliberations and 
the shared recognition of the OPRT members regard-
ing the current status of the WCPO bigeye, and activi-
ties related to the provisions of CMM 2013-01 and the 
subsequent CMMs up to CMM 2016-01, at the OPRT 
membership meeting held on June 8, 2017 in Tokyo. 
In addition, regarding the new questions that emerged 
from SC13, electronic communications were utilized 
between the OPRT Secretariat and the members to 
achieve an agreed position. 
 Six members representing longline industries in 
Japan, Taiwan, Korea, the Seychelles, Vanuatu and 
China participated in the meeting. All OPRT members 
were provided with a copy of the letter upon its trans-
mission to the WCPFC. The main substance of the let-
ter is duplicated below.
 
 “For this stock, overfishing has been continuing for 
two decades. The 2014 stock assessment conducted 
by the Scientific Committee (SC) demonstrated that 
the stock had been overfished (SBlatest/SBF=0=0.16) and 
that overfishing has worsened (F/FMSY: from 1.46(Base 

case 2011) to 1.57(Base case 2014)). The SC also 
provided a number of management recommendations 
including prescriptions for the recovery of this de-
teriorated stock. The SC12 confirmed in August last 
year that their recommendations should be maintained 
(Paragraph 28. of SUMMARY REPORT of SC12). 

 At WCPFC 10 in December, 2013 CMM 2013-01 
was adopted as a multi-year management program 
for the period between 2014 and 2017 covering the 
WCPO tropical tunas including bigeye. However, the 
Commission at WCPFC11 was not able to effectuate 
any of the major elements of CMM 2013-01 for purse 
seine fisheries such as the additional restrictions on 
operations by purse seiners associated with Fish Ag-
gregating Devices (FADs). These restrictions were to 
be implemented in 2015 and thereafter on the condi-
tion that agreements on the measures that would al-
leviate burdens on SIDS would be adopted at WCPFC 
11. Unfortunately no such agreements were reached at 
WCPFC11. Subsequently, no additional measures have 
been introduced on FAD settings or the establishment 
of schemes for reduction of the overcapacity of purse 
seine vessels. Without the implementation of the major 
elements of CMM2013-01, this multi-year program 
has not been truly workable or effective to realize its 
objectives including that for bigeye (paragraph 3. of 
CMMs 2013-01, 2014-01, 2015-01 and 2016-01).
 
 We are greatly disappointed with this situation and are 
of the view that it needs to be rectified without delay. 

 WCPFC14 is expected to renew the current multi-year 
management program that is expiring on the end of 
2017 for the WCPO tropical tunas. To this end, special 
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work including holding intersessional meetings has 
been scheduled. 

 In this connection, OPRT held its membership meet-
ing in Tokyo on June 8, 2017 and exchanged views on 
the state of implementation of the above referenced 
CMMs and major factors to be included in a renewed 
CMM, paying special attention to the recovery of the 
bigeye stock in the WCPO. We were also mindful that 
a new full assessment for the WCPO bigeye stock 
would be conducted in mid-August, 2017.

 Thereafter, we were greatly surprised to know the 
major outcomes from SC13 with respect to stock as-
sessment for the WCPO bigeye, and we are deeply 
concerned about the uncertainties which SC13 itself 
admitted. We consider that there would be a high prob-
ability that irreparable damage to the WCPO bigeye 
will take place if a new CMM were developed accord-
ing to information from the 2017 assessment for big-
eye.

 We hope the following views will be considered posi-
tively by you and the parties of the WCPFC and re-
flected in their work in preparation for and in delibera-
tions at the forthcoming WCPFC14. Our views were 
developed taking into account the relevant information 
from the Summary Report of SC13. 
 
1. It is premature to utilize the information from the 
2017 assessment in developing a new CMM. Careful 
reading of the relevant paragraphs in the Summary 
Report of SC13 cited below brought us to this con-
clusion. Accordingly, until the uncertainties included 
in the 2017 assessment are adequately resolved, we 
should continue to rely on the previous full assessment 
that was conducted in 2014 at SC10 and fine-tuned 
with updated information in the consecutive years up 
to 2016 by the SC.    

 This approach is consistent with the provision of Ar-
ticle 5 (c) of the WCPFC Convention that inter alia, 
prescribes the application of the Precautionary Ap-
proach in establishing and implementing conservation 
and management measures for WCPFC tuna stocks.
 
 - SC13 noted that the best available information on 
the stock status of WCPO bigeye tuna has changed in 
two ways from the previous assessment…. First, the 
stock status condition is more positive……. Second, 
there is much greater uncertainty in the stock status of 
bigeye tuna in 2017 due to the fuller technical treat-
ment of structural uncertainty…. (para. 232: Summary 
Report of SC13)
 - SC13 noted that the positive changes for bigeye tuna 
stock status in the 2017 assessment are primarily due 
to three factors: the inclusion of the new growth curve 

information, the inclusion of the new regional assess-
ment structure, …(para. 235)
 - SC13 recognized that future work is required to 
improve the assessment and to reduce uncertainty. Fu-
ture research should concentrate on the two axes (e.g. 
growth, regional structure) of uncertainty which are 
the most influential. …(para242)
  
 Work focusing on new growth curve information and 
regional structure should be conducted in an expedited 
manner in order to adequately resolve the most influ-
ential uncertainties as soon as possible. Information 
from an improved assessment should be used as the 
basis for development of a new CMM. 

2. Therefore, until such a new assessment becomes 
available, conservation and management measures 
related to the WCPO bigeye should be those based on 
recommendations provided by SC12.  We believe that 
further reduction of fishing mortalities on the WCPO 
bigeye for certain fisheries is still necessary.   

3. It is recognized that juvenile bigeye catches by 
purse seine fisheries have not been adequately con-
trolled by means of the setting of periods during which 
purse seine operations associated with FADs are pro-
hibited.  
 Establishment and implementation of catch limit for 
each of CCMs’ purse seine fisheries is necessary to this 
end and also with the view to realizing an important 
piece of the advice from SC13, which is not related to 
the uncertainties mentioned above: 
 ”SC13 also noted that …..  SC13 (therefore) recom-
mends that WCPFC14 could continue to consider 
measures to reduce fishing mortality from fisheries that 
take juveniles, with the goal to increase bigeye fishery 
yields and reduce any further impacts on the spawning 
potential for this stock in the tropical regions. (para. 
240 of Summary Report of SC13).” 

4. The following fact should also be duly considered 
in related deliberations: 5 CCMs (China, Japan, Korea, 
Chinese Taipei and USA: all except USA have OPRT 
member associations) that have major longline fisher-
ies are subject to the reduction schedule for bigeye 
catches by longline fisheries from 2014-2017 (Ap-
pendix F of the afore-mentioned CMMs). The relevant 
industries of longline fisheries have expended utmost 
efforts to reduce their catches in accordance with the 
catch reduction schedule regardless of whether the ad-
ditional measures described for purse seine fisheries in 
the afore-mentioned CMMs are actually implemented 
or not. These endeavors by those longline industries 
are expecting the implementation of further effec-
tive restrictions on purse seiners’ FAD settings which 
should lead to the reduction in fishing mortality of big-
eye tuna by purse seine fisheries to realize the recovery 
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of the WCPO bigeye stock.  
 
 5. In the process to develop a Harvest Strategy (HS) 
for the WCPO skipjack, consideration should be given 
to the implications for the WCPO bigeye stock of the 
fisheries targeting skipjack but taking juvenile bigeye 
in significant amounts. 
 As described in point number 3 above, because purse 
seine operations associated with FADs have signifi-
cant impacts on the WCPO bigeye stock, it would be 
inappropriate if work to develop a HS for the WCPO 
skipjack within the WCPFC does not give due consid-
eration to possible implications on the WCPO bigeye 
stock and related fisheries. 
 In this regard, careful deliberations should be con-
ducted by utilizing Management Strategy Evaluations 
for skipjack and bigeye in the WCPO.“

IATTC Meeting

Extension of the closure period for 
purse sine operations from 61 to 72 

days was agreed 
-The 92nd Meeting of the Commission-

The 92nd Meeting of the Inter-American Tropi-
cal Tuna Commission (IATTC) was held from 
July 24 to 28, 2017 in Mexico City, Mexico. 

Measures adopted included an extended purse seine 
closure from the current 62 days to 72 days for tropical 
tunas (bigeye, yellowfin and skipjack) in the Eastern 
Pacific Ocean (EPO) for 2017-2020.  
 This increase in the number of days of the purse seine 
closure was decided based on the recommendation 
from the IATTC Scientific Staff.
 An extension of the purse seine closure (from 62days 
to 87 days) for 2017-2019 had been advised by the 
IATTC Scientific Staff for consideration of manage-
ment measures for tropical tunas at the 90th IATTC 
meeting held in July, 2016 but no conclusion was 

CCSBT Annual Meeting

A 3,000t increase in TAC from the 2017 
level was confirmed for 2018-2020

The 24th Annual Meeting of the Commission 
for the Conservation of Southern Bluefin Tuna 
(CCSBT) was held from October 9 to 12, 2017 

in Yogyakarta, Indonesia.  The meeting confirmed an 
increase of the TAC for 2018-2020 to 17,647t and na-
tional allocations. The increase in TAC and national 
allocations were decided at last year’s CCSBT Annual 
Meeting in accordance with the recommendation of 

 

reached. Thereafter, the resumed Commission’s meet-
ing was held in October, 2016 also failed to reach a 
conclusion. 
 At the 91st IATTC Meeting (Extraordinary) held in 
February, 2017, it was agreed to establish catch limits 
for bigeye and yellowfin tunas combined for major 
categories of purse seine operations: e.g., the total 
catch of bigeye and yellowfin tunas combined shall 
not exceed 97,711t by purse seine settings associated 
with FADs, and likewise a 162,182t catch limit shall 
be established for purse seine settings associated with 
dolphins. These are in addition to the current measures 
including the 62-day closure of purse seine operations 
and the one-month closure of purse seine operations in 
the specific offshore area, and catch limits for bigeye 
caught by longline operations applied to members with 
major longline fleets.  
 At the 92nd IATTC Meeting the increased number of 
days for the purse seine closure from 62 days to 72 
days was adopted on the condition that the catch limits 
for purse seine operations adopted at the 91st IATTC 
meeting be abolished. It was also agreed that the num-
bers of FADs active at any one time per purse seine 
vessel shall be restricted to, for example, 450 for purse 
seine vessels of the largest size category (Class 6), for 
2018-2020. 

 

IATTC area of competence

WCPFC area of competence
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the Management Procedure (MP) as confirmed by the 
Scientific Committee (SC). At this year’s Commission 
meeting the SC reported that the SBT stock is on a re-
covering trend. 
 This TAC level is a 3,000t increase from the 2017 
level and the highest since the Convention for the 
Conservation of SBT entered into force. 
 For the SBT stock, the interim rebuilding target refer-
ence point of 20% of the original spawning stock bio-
mass by 2035 has been adopted. The SC reported that 
the probability of rebuilding the stock to such level by 
2035 is estimated at present as 80%, which is higher 
than the probability of rebuilding (74%) estimated in 
the previous assessment conducted in 2014. 
 National allocations among the members are shown in 
the Table.
   
 The Philippines had been qualified as a cooperative 
non-member for the CCSBT. However, because the 
Philippines has not conducted fishing operations tar-
geting SBT in recent years and has been absent from 
CCSBT meetings for years, it has lost the status of co-
operative non-member.  
 Unfortunately, there was no progress in realizing the 
use of stereoscopic cameras at the time of introduc-
tion of tunas into farming cages in Australia. The use 
of stereoscopic cameras has been mandated to obtain 
accurate number and size data for tunas introduced 
into farming facilities in the Mediterranean as a part of 
management measures under the ICCAT.

 The 25th Annual Meeting of the CCSBT is scheduled 
in Noumea, New Caledonia in October, 2018.

 Table: Allocations for 2018-2020 
ons of SBT

 For 2017 (a) For 2018-2020(b) (b) –(a)

Japan 4,737 6,165 1,428

Australia 5,665 6,165 500

New Zealand 1,000 1,088 88

Korea 1,140 1,240.5 100.5

Taiwan 1,140 1,240.5 100.5

Indonesia 750 1,002 252

EU 10 11 1

South Africa 150 423 273

Philippines 45 0 -45

Research Mortality 
Allowance 10 6 -4

Total 14,647 17,647 3,000

The following transfers from the Japanese allocation de-
scribed above to be carried out for 2018-2020: 21t to Indone-
sia; and 27t to South Africa.

The Second rebuilding target was
adopted and long-term precautionary 

measures were also discussed
for Pacific bluefin tuna

The 13th meeting of the Northern Committee of 
WCPFC (NC13) was held in Busan, Korea from 
August 28 to September 1, 2017. In conjunction 

with NC13 the second joint Working Group meeting 
between the NC and IATTC (JWG2) was held to deal 
with issues related to conservation and management 
of the Pacific bluefin stock (PBF).  JWG2 discussed 
a rebuilding strategy and a long-term precautionary 
management framework. It also reviewed the existing 
management measures in both IATTC and WCPFC.  
 The following was concluded: the second rebuild-
ing target (2ndRT) is 20% SSBF=0, to be reached by 
2034, or 10 years after reaching the initial rebuilding 
target (IRT). If the SSB projection indicates that the 
probability of achieving the IRT by 2024 is at 75% or 
larger, the WCPFC may increase catch limits as long 
as the probability is maintained at 70% or larger and 
the probability of reaching the 2ndRT by the agreed 
deadline remains at least 60%; 
 If the SSB projection indicates that the probability of 
achieving the IRT by 2024 is less than 60%, manage-
ment measures will be modified to increase such prob-
ability to at least 60%.  Modification of management 
measures may be i) a reduction in the catch limit for 
fish smaller than 30 kg (small fish), or ii) a transfer of 
part of the catch limit for small fish to the catch limit 
for fish of 30kg or larger (large fish);
 In 2018, the JWG will start to discuss guidelines for 
the Management Strategy Evaluation (MSE) aiming 
at finalizing this no later than 2019. This will include 
at least one candidate long-term target reference point 
(TRP), two candidate limit reference points (LRPs) 
and candidate harvest control rules (HCRs), which will 
be provided to the ISC. Candidate TRPs, LRPs and 
HCRs will be tested and changed if appropriate during 
the MSE development process; and
 The JWG2 also agreed the draft concept of a Catch 
Documentation Scheme (CDS) to be forwarded to 
WCPFC and IATTC for further consideration.    
 NC13 endorsed the conclusions of the JWG2 and 
agreed to incorporate them into the recommendations 
to the Commission. It also recommended a draft CMM 
for the management of PBF with a revision to incorpo-
rate the adoption of the Harvest Strategy as suggested 
by the JWG2, be forwarded to WCPFC14 for its adop-
tion.
 NC 13 once again expressed its concern regarding the 

 WCPFC Northern Committee 
meeting (NC13)
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Reflections on Application of
 “Precautionary Approach”

Latest stock assessment of bigeye in the Western 
and Central Pacific Ocean (WCPO) which was 
conducted in August this year showed a drastic 

change in stock status, i.e., the long lasting red light 
status (overfishing is occurring and the stock is over-
fished) was suddenly shed and the green light sign is 
indicated for not just recent years but the whole period 
subject to assessments.  This is puzzling and raises 
concerns about whether and/or how the precautionary 
approach (PA) had been considered and/or applied in 
this stock assessment. Let me start with a brief intro-
duction of the background of the PA and then touch on 
problems included in this stock assessment in connec-
tion with the PA.

 The spread of the PA concept seems to have started in 
the early 1990s.  Around that period, due to rapid de-
velopment of fisheries, detrimental effects of excessive 
fishing practices became more and more evident. This 
necessitated creation of international rules that would 
direct whole fisheries to ensure careful and sustainable 
use of fishery resources. The principle of the PA was 
adopted at the UNCED (United Nations Conference on 
Environment and Development) in 1992. Thereafter, 
in 1995, the Swedish Government in cooperation with 
FAO convened an expert technical consultation on the 
application of the PA to fishery management. Among 
many scientists invited from around the world, only I 
was invited from Japan. With respect to this consulta-
tion there was a strong wariness in Japan that depend-
ing on the outcomes, application of the PA might 
impede fishing activities in an excessive and unreason-
able manner. 
   
 However, the outcome was generally well balanced 
and thereafter, the concept of the PA developed at that 
consultation meeting was included in the relevant pro-
visions of the “FAO Code of Conduct for responsible 
fisheries”.
 

 Referring to concept of the PA, the following prin-
ciple is commonly accepted, i.e., “the larger uncer-
tainty is recognized, the more restrictive utilization of 
the fishery resources concerned should be conducted”. 
How was this common sense treated in the latest big-
eye stock assessment?  This is what I am concerned 
about.  The latest stock assessment on bigeye tuna, 
made in August 2017 by the Scientific Committee (SC) 
of the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commis-
sion (WCPFC) concluded that the stock had been in a 
healthy condition for a period up to the present time. 
This dramatically changed the view obtained from 
previous assessments that the stock remained in the 
red light zone for many years, that is, the stock had 
been overfished and overfishing had been occurring. 
According to the SC Summary Report, this sudden 
change was caused chiefly by two factors, i) the intro-
duction of a new growth curve and ii) the change in 
areal divisions for the assessment analysis. I will not 
argue about these changes in this article due to limited 
space available but simply mention that there were a 
lot of doubts expressed in the SC discussions about the 
suitability for these changes and treatment made with 
these changes. Rather, I would like to call your atten-
tion to the fact that the SC itself emphasizes there are 
significantly larger uncertainties in the new assessment 
compared with previous assessments.
 As already mentioned, the principle of the PA guides 
us to respect the concept that the larger the uncertainty 
that is recognized, the more careful and conservative 
use of the resources should be made for the sake of 
safety of the fish stocks and fisheries concerned. The 
fact that SC suddenly concluded a change in the stock 
assessment to an overly optimistic view while it admit-
ted the large uncertainties included in the assessment 
is totally inconsistent with the prevailing concept of 
the PA. Therefore, the SC should not have changed the 
view of the stock condition until concerns about the 
major uncertainties are adequately resolved.

Table 10.2 1: Key management quantities for the 
reference case models used for the WCPO bigeye tuna 
stock assessments in 2010, 2011, and the current 
assessment (2014).
[ W C P F C ‐ S C 1 0 ‐ 2 0 1 4 / S A ‐ W P ‐ 0 1  R e v 1 ” S T O C K 
ASSESSMENT OF BIGEYE TUNA IN THE WESTERN AND 
CENTRAL PACIFIC OCEAN” ]

Management 
quantity

Base case 2010 
[Ref.case-2010]

Base case 2011
 [Ref.case-2011]

Base case 2014
 [Ref.case-2014]

MSY (mt) 73,840 76,760 108,520

Fcurrent / FMSY 1.41 1.46 1.57

SBlatest / SBF=0 0.16 0.21 0.16

Jiro’s Eye

status of tropical tuna stocks, not only because those 
species are being caught in the northern area, but also 
because the status of those species could impact the 
management of other species through target shift in the 
northern area.

 The next NC meeting will be held in Japan for five 
days in the first week of September 2018.
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The 2nd OPRT Seminar
Lecture by Dr. Yuji Uozumi regarding 

Harvest Strategies
for tuna stocks

The Organization 
for the Promo-
tion of Respon-

sible Tuna Fisheries 
(OPRT) held the 2nd 
Seminar  in FY2017 
on  June  9 ,  2017  a t 
Sankaido Building in 
Minato-ku, Tokyo. Dr. 
Yuji Uozumi, the for-
mer Director-General 
of the National Re-
search Institute of Far 
Seas Fisheries, lectured 
on Harvest Strategies (HSs) being discussed or imple-
mented within tuna related Regional Fishery Manage-
ment Organizations (RFMOs).  
 Dr. Uozumi emphasized that in developing HSs the 
following two factors are very important: i) Reference 
Points (RPs) which provide milestones in the process 
to achieve management objectives (MOs); and ii) Har-
vest Control Rules (HCRs) which instruct specific ac-
tions in advance in response to the major changes that 
might take place for the fish stock concerned. He men-
tioned “HS can be characterized as a system in which 
specific actions depending on the condition of the 
stock concerned are prescribed in advance and more 
restrictive regulations will be applied automatically 
when deterioration of the stock is detected, which cor-

responds to 
the applica-
tion of spe-
cific actions. 
The appro-
p r i a t enes s 
o f  t h e  H S 
is assessed 
by means of 
analysis uti-
lizing simulations, i.e., Management Strategy Evalua-
tion (MSE).” 

 Among RPs, a Limit Reference Point (LRP) indicates 
that if the stock levels are lower than the LRP the stock 
has fallen into an undesirable status. For example, in 
the discussion in the WCPFC the LRP level for bigeye 
stock in the western and central Pacific Ocean (WCPO) 
has been set as 20% of BF=0 (Biomass level estimated 
on the assumption that no fishing operations are con-
ducted). He stated “However, effective conservation 
and management measures have not been agreed on by 
WCPFC and the level the WCPO bigeye stock has fall-
en below 20%BF=0 for many years. In other words, the 
LRP for the WCPO bigeye has long been breached.”    

 A Target Reference Point (TRP) indicates the status of 
the stock that should be achieved. In developing TRPs, 
views of the fishers concerned are important factors to 
be taken into account because views on desirable stock 
status may vary considerably by country and fishery 
involved. Dr. Uozumi mentioned “In the WCPFC, dis-
cussions on TRP for skipjack has preceded those for 
bigeye and yellowfin in the WCPO. But such discus-
sions for skipjack have to take account of the impact 
of the fisheries that adversely affect the WCPO bigeye 
stock because purse seine operations targeting skip-
jack associated with Fish Aggregating Devices (FADs) 
catch large amount of juvenile bigeye. The deteriora-
tion of the WCPO bigeye stock for more than a decade 
is chiefly attributable to this. He emphasized “Imple-
mentation of effective control on the catch of juvenile 
bigeye by purse seine vessels of certain CCMs is indis-
pensable to realization of the recovery of the WCPO 
bigeye stock. Work to develop the TRP for WCPO 
skipjack should not ignore this fact.”      

 MSE is a process in which various candidate MOs and 
HCRs will be assessed through computer simulations. 
It is useful that strengths and weaknesses of those can-
didate MOs and HCRs, and many trade-offs, e.g. max-
imization of catch vs ensuring safety of stock conser-
vation, can be grasped quantitatively and comparisons 
can be made in an objective manner. However, there is 
concern that the greater uncertainties incorporated in 
the simulations, the result will be more restrictive and 
pessimistic outcomes. 
 He also emphasized “It is indispensable for the devel-

OPRT Seminar on Harvest 
Strategy by Dr. Uozumi

Table BET-2.: Summary of reference points over the 
72 models in the structural uncertainty grid where the 
models using the new growth function are given three 
times the weighting of the models using the old growth 
function. Note that SBrecent/SBF=0 is calculated where 
SBrecent is the mean SB over 2012-2015 instead of 
2011-2014 (used in the stock assessment report), at 
the request of the Scientific Committee.
[Source: Summary Report of SC13]

Mean Median Min 10% 90% Max

MSY (mt) 156,765 158,040 124,120 137,644 180,656 204,040

Frecent / 
FMSY

0.89 0.83 0.54 0.61 1.32 1.76

SBlatest / 
SBF=0

0.34 0.37 0.08 0.15 0.46 0.49
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restriction of the total number of registered vessels 
aim at ensuring sustainable utilization of the tuna 
stocks concerned; and expansion of the catch of 
juvenile bigeye by FAD settings of purse seine fish-
eries have, in particular, adversely affected bigeye 
stocks and have been threatening the sustainability 
of those stocks. This situation must be rectified.
 OPRT called for distributors’ and consumers’ sup-
p o r t  t o  i t s 
ongline ves-
sels that have 
c o m m i t t e d 
t o  c o n d u c t 
f i sh ing  op-
erations in a 
responsible 
manner. Pur-
chasing more 
wild tuna products harvested by the vessels regis-
tered to the OPRT is greatly appreciated.  
 Copies of News Letters in both English and Japa-
nese were available for visitors. 

More than 300 people visited the OPRT booth.

Seafood Expo

OPRT exhibited displays at the 19th 
Japan International Seafood &
Technology Expo emphasizing
the importance of sustainable

utilization of tuna stocks

OPRT exhibited displays for the second time 
at  the 19th 
Japan Inter-

national Seafood & 
Technology Expo 
held from August 
23 to 25,  2017 in 
T o k y o .   P a n e l s 
e m p h a s i z e d  t h e 
fo l lowing poin ts , 
among others, to ap-
peal to the visitors : 
three fourths of the 
sashimi-grade tuna 
(excluding skipjack) 
supplied to Japan is produced by tuna longline ves-
sels registered to OPRT; OPRT’s efforts including 

opment of sensible HS(s) that all stakeholders includ-
ing relevant fishers have an opportunity to digest the 
outcomes from the MSE simulations conducted in re-
sponse to various scenarios and then to share desirable 
HS(s) with managers and scientists involved.”        
 Finally, Dr. Uozumi pointed out that a clear explana-
tion of benefits for the fishers concerned is necessary 
prior to the finalization of a HS. At the same time he 
stated that HS(s) will not resolve all problems relat-
ing to fishery management, and in any case, it is most 
important that all countries comply with relevant man-
agement measures.

Dates RFMOs Venues

Nov. 14 (Tue)
 - 22 (Wed)

ICCAT: 25th Regular Meeting of the 
Commission

Marrakech, 
Morocco

Dec. 1 (Fri)

Dec. 2 (Sat)

Dec. 3 (Sun)
 - 7(Thu)

WCPFC: Intersessional meeting for 
Tropical tuna CMM

WCPFC: Finance and Administration 
Committee meeting

WCPFC:14th Regular Session of 
the Commission (WCPFC14)

Manila, 
Philippines

Schedule

Updated Schedule for Annual
 Commission Meetings
of Tuna-related RFMOs

―2017―
(as of October 20, 2017)

Source: Websites of respective Commissions 
Note: Date and/or Venue might be subject to change.

Campeign

”October 10 is the Day of Tuna” 
Attraction of tuna highlighted

at fish retail stores.

The Organization for the Promotion of Responsi-
ble Tuna Fisheries (OPRT) carried out the “Wild 
Sashimi Tuna Campaign under the theme: ‘En-
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joy a variety of sashimi tuna dishes in every season’.” 
This campaign was conducted in cooperation with the 
Japan Fish Retailers Union (Zensui-shoren) in relation 

to “October-10 
Day of Tuna”. A 
total of 25,000 
copies of leaflets 
and 800 copies of 
posters were dis-
tributed for sales 
p r o m o t i o n  o f 
wild frozen tuna 

through 229 fresh fish retailers with the aim of making 
the day better known among consumers and to impress 
them about the attraction of sashimi tunas. In the leaf-
let, pictures of a variety of dishes using sashimi tuna 
coordinated with vegetables of the season are featured. 
In addition, among those who fill out the questionnaire 
whose forms are available and collected at the retail 
stores participating in this campaign, 200 people will 
win 3 sakus  (portions of tuna meat with rectangular 
shape ready to be sliced into sashimi pieces) of fro-
zen wild bigeye tuna (gross weight:700 g or more) by 
draw. 

 During the period of the campaign, OPRT and Zensui-
shoren jointly visited a number of the fresh fish retail 
stores participating in the campaign.

 “Inutake Uoten( 犬竹魚店 )”, a fresh fish store in Mina-
mi-Senjyu ( 南千住 ), Tokyo, is a long-established store 
handling fresh fish for more 
than 90 years. Three brothers 
work hard at the store. Yasushi 
Inutake, owner and third genera-
tion of the founding family, men-
tioned “We are offering sashimi 
tuna of the day during the period 
of the campaign. In previous 
years, many customers told us 
they were happy to win sakus 
of frozen wild bigeye by draw in connection with the 
campaign.” 
 Mr. Inutake also said “Our business environment is 
getting tougher because of aging of customers, diver-
sification of consumers’ preference for food and grow-
ing popularity of fast foods but patrons with whom we 
have had face-to-face contact for many years continue 
visiting our store frequently. In recent years, every day 
we upload the fish that we recommend on SNS and the 
number of visitors who have obtained the relevant in-
formation from SNS is increasing.”
 Mr. Inutake further mentioned “Among fish species 
we offer as sashimi at our store, needless to say, tuna 
is main species. Tuna is the king of sashimi. Pieces of 
tuna are indispensable to assorted sashimi. Taking the 
opportunity of the campaign, we wish customers will 

enjoy tasty sashimi tuna.” 
 He hoped this campaign would lead to revitalization 
of fresh fish retailers.  

 In December 2016, Mr. Hirasawa, owner of “Sen-
gyo Hirasawa ( 鮮 魚 平 澤 )” succeeded “Sengyo Kan-
daya ( 鮮魚神田屋 )”, 
which was a long-
established store 
that had been run 
for 80 years. Mr. 
Hirasawa worked 
hard there for many 
years. He continues 
to  use  the  same 
store in Sakura shin-machi, ( 桜新町 ), Tokyo. The name 
of the store has been changed but it is unchanged in 
that it continuously attracts many customers looking 
for good fish.
 He has stopped dealing with bigeye as the major 
sashimi tuna item because of the steep rise in prices 
that took place recently. Southern bluefin tuna has 
become the major item for sashimi tuna at his store. 
Frozen Southern bluefin tuna are thawed adequately 
and sakus of Akami (red meat), Chu-toro (fatty portion 
of tuna belly) and Oo-toro (most fatty portion of tuna 
belly) are displayed for sale at reasonable prices.
 The owner, Mr. Hirosawa mentioned “Sashimi tuna 
is the item we can recommend to our customers with 
confidence and it seems to be the most appreciated fish 
by consumers. It is very important for us in our job to 
engage in face-to-face selling in a faithful manner.”   

 “Uotatsu ( 魚 辰 )” located in Oyamadai ( 尾 山 台 ), 
Tokyo, is also a long-established fresh fish retailer 
founded 80 years ago. They offer a wide choice of 
sashimi tuna including bluefin 
tuna, southern bluefin tuna and 
bigeye tuna. They are handling 
both frozen (and thawed at the 
store) tuna and fresh tuna. Dur-
ing the campaign period, they 
offer sashimi tuna at attractive 
prices and hand-drawn pop-up 
displays are set to entice cus-
tomers.   
 Mr. Hiroshi Ohtake, owner and the 3rd generation 
of the family founded Uotatsu, and President of the 
Youth Association of the Zensui-shoren said “Sashimi 
tuna is the food item that is most strongly associated 
with food culture in Tokyo. Among the fish we offer, 
sashimi tuna overwhelmingly sells well. We have pa-
trons who come all the way to purchase only sashimi 
tuna” and he expressed a hope for further promotion of 
consumption of sashimi tuna through this campaign in 
which they have participated for 10 years. 


