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Scheme (CDS); and iii) requesting information con-
cerning SBT catches by Chinese flagged vessels in-
cluding a specific drift net vessel.

Unfortunately, there was no progress in realizing the 
use of stereoscopic cameras at the time of introduc-
tion of tunas into farming cages in Australia. The use 
of stereoscopic cameras has been mandated to obtain 
accurate number and size data for tunas introduced 
into farming facilities in the Mediterranean as a part of 
management measures under the ICCAT.

The 24th Annual Meeting of the Commission is 
scheduled in Yogyakarta, Indonesia from October 9 to 
12, 2017.

Table: Allocations for 2018-2020       tons of SBT

CCSBT decided to increase annual TAC for 2018-2020
– A 3,000t increase from the 2017 level –

CCSBT

DEC. 2016/JAN. 2017
Nos. 58/59

The 23rd Annual Meeting of the Commission 
for the Conservation of Southern Bluefin Tuna 
(CCSBT) concluded its session on October 

13, 2016 in Kaohsiung, Taiwan with the decision that 
would increase the TAC for 2018-2020 to 17,674t and 
the national allocations accordingly. 

The TAC for 2017 was confirmed to remain at 
14,647t in accordance with the recommendation of 
the Managing Procedure (MP) as confirmed by the 
Scientific Committee (SC). The allocations remain un-
changed.   

For 2018-2020 there will be a 3,000 t increase from 
the current TAC (14,647t) applied for 2015-2017. 

The SC had conducted a new stock assessment at 
its session in September, 2016. The result indicated 
that the SBT stock is on a recovering trend. The S C 
recommended an annual TAC of 17,647t for the years 
2018-2020 from the result of the MP. This recommen-
dation provided the basis for the decision of the Com-
mission.

National allocations among the members including 
South Africa which joined the CCSBT in 2016 were 
discussed and agreed as shown in the Table.

The allocation to the Philippines which has been rec-
ognized as a cooperative non-Member, has been set to 
zero, noting that it has lacked catches of SBT and that 
it has not been reporting to or attending meetings of 
the CCSBT. If a later allocation is made to the Philip-
pines, it would be sourced from Members on a pro-rata 
basis. The Philippines should be requested to demon-
strate its commitment to cooperate as a cooperative 
non-Member by taking actions in a manner satisfac-
tory to the Commission Members.

As for non-Members, the CCSBT discussed how to 
seek China’s cooperation with the CCSBT. It has been 
reported that SBT are found on board Chinese ves-
sels and SBT products are distributed in its domestic 
market. The Commission will seek China’s coopera-
tion by:  i) inviting it to next meetings of the Compli-
ance Committee and the Commission;  ii) seeking its 
cooperation with the CCSBT’s Catch Documentation 

For 2017 
(a)

For 2018-
2020(b) (b) –(a)

Japan 4,737 6,165 1,428

Australia 5,665 6,165 500

New Zealand 1,000 1,088 88

Korea 1,140 1,240.5 100.5

Taiwan 1,140 1,240.5 100.5

Indonesia 750 1,002 252

EU 10 11 1

South Africa 150 423 273

Philippines 45 0 -45

Research Mortality 
Allowance 10 6 -4

Total 14,647 17,647 3,000

Note:The following transfers from the Japanese allocation de-
scribed above to be carried out for 2018-2020: 21t to Indone-
sia; and 27t to South Africa.

For details on the MP, please refer to the article for 
the OPRT Seminar on the issues for the CCSBT(P7).
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ICCAT WCPFC

ICCAT confirmed the increase in TAC 
for Eastern bluefin for 2017

The 20th Special Meeting of the International 
Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic 
Tunas (ICCAT) was held in Vilamoura, Portu-

gal from November 14 to 21, 2016.
With respect to the Eastern Atlantic Bluefin, the 

Commission confirmed an increase in the annual TAC 
from 19,296t for 2016 to 23,155t for 2017.

As for the Western Atlantic Bluefin, it was decided to 
maintain the current TAC for 2017. 

Conservation and management measures for blue 
shark were also discussed and the following actions 
were adopted: for the northern stock, additional mea-
sures should be considered by the Commission based 
on a new stock assessment if a consecutive two-year 
average of total catch exceeds 39,102t; and for the 
southern stock, management measures will be consid-
ered based on the results of the next stock assessment.

Regarding albacore stocks, continuation of the cur-
rent TAC (24,000t) until 2020 was adopted for the 
southern stock, and for the northern stock, continua-
tion of the current TAC until 2018 was adopted. It was 
agreed that TAC levels for 2019-2020 should be ad-
opted at the ICCAT meeting in 2018. EU expressed its 
hope for an increased TAC for the northern albacore.

Concerning the measures for the conservation and 
management of tropical tuna (bigeye, yellowfin and 
skipjack), South Africa proposed a reduction in the 
number of active Fishing Aggregating Devices (FADs) 
per purse sein vessel with the view to reducing fishing 
mortality on juvenile bigeye. This suggestion was not 
reflected in the relevant measure.  

 The 25th Regular Session of the ICCAT is scheduled 
from November 13 to 21, 2017 in Marrakech, Moroc-
co.

Special requests made from
the Commission to

the Northern Committee for
the Pacific bluefin management.

The 13th Regular Session of the Western 
and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission 
(WCPFC13) was held in Nadi, Fiji from 

December 5 to 9, 2016. 
There were lengthy discussions concerning the draft 

conservation and management measures (CMM) 
for the coming two years and the plan of work to 
set a target for mid- to long term management for 
the Pacific bluefin stock, which is dealt with by the 
Northern Committee (NC 12) and put forward to the 
WCPFC13 for its adoption.

Discussions related to whether utilization of 20% 
SBF=0 as the target level for recovery of the Pacific 
bluefin stock is appropriate and realistic or not. Many 
non-NC members argued that 20% SBF=0 which has 
been used as the Limit Reference Point for tropical 
tunas should be used as the recovery target level and 
more expedited works for the stock recovery were 
necessary. On the other hand, it was noted that NC 
Members have discussed this issue for several years 
and endorsed the conclusions of the NC-IATTC joint 
working Group. Participants of the joint working 
group had agreed “to rebuild the Pacific Bluefin 
stock by adopting and achieving step-wise rebuilding 
targets, recognizing that the management objectives 
of WCPFC and IATTC are to maintain or restore fish 
stocks at levels capable of producing MSY and to 
work for the establishment of an emergency rule next 
year.”  

Finally, WCPFC13 adopted the NC12 Summary 
Report including draft CMM for Pacific bluefin 
for 2017-2018. However, in adopting the report, 
WCPFC13 requested the NC to take due account 
of the following suggestions:  i) that NC13 develop 
conservation and management measures for adoption 
at WCPFC14 to rebuild the stock to 20% SBF=0 levels 
at the latest by 2034; and  ii) that NC13 develop an 
emergency rule to be adopted at WCPFC14 which 
stipulates specific rules all CCMs shall comply with 
when drastic drops in recruitment are detected. For 
this purpose, the ISC is requested to define a drastic 
recruitment drop and associated risks.

No progress was made in implementing
measures to significantly reduce juvenile 
bigeye mortality by purse seine fishery

associated with FADs for four year
from 2014 to 2017

No progress was made in materializing the recovery 
of the bigeye stock in the Western and Central Pacific 
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Ocean (WCPO) whereas the most recent assessment 
conducted in 2014 indicated SBcurrent /SBF=0= 0.16 
and Fcurrent/FMSY =1.57, i.e. this stock is overfished 
and overfishing has been occurring. And depletion of 
this stock had been worsened since the previous as-
sessment conducted in 2011 (SBcurrent /SBF=0= 0.21 
and Fcurrent/FMSY =1.41).

At WCPFC 10 in December, 2013, CMM 2013-01 
was adopted as a multi-year management program 
for the period between 2014 and 2017 covering the 
WCPO tropical tunas including bigeye. However, the 
Commission at WCPFC11 in 2014 was not able to ef-
fectuate any of the major elements of CMM 2013-01 
for purse seine fisheries such as the additional restric-
tions on operations associated with Fish Aggregat-
ing Devices (FADs). These restrictions were to be 
implemented in 2015 and thereafter on the condition 
that agreements on the measures that would alleviate 
burdens on SIDS would be adopted at WCPFC 11. 
Unfortunately no such agreements were reached at 
WCPFC11. Subsequently, no additional measures have 
been introduced on FAD settings or the establishment 
of schemes for reduction of the overcapacity of purse 
seine vessels. Without the implementation of the major 
elements of CMM2013-01, this multi-year program 
has not been truly workable or effective to realize the 
objectives including that for bigeye i.e.(the fishing mor-
tality rate for bigeye tuna will be reduced to a level no 
greater than Fmsy, i.e. F/Fmsy < 1. This objective shall 
be achieved through step by step approach through 
2017 in accordance with this Measure.) (stipulated in 
paragraph 3. of CMMs 2013-01,2014-01,2015-01 and 
2016-01).

On the other hand, 5 CCMs (China, Japan, Korea, 
Chinese Taipei and USA: all except USA have OPRT-
member associations) that have major longline fisher-
ies are subject to the reduction schedule for bigeye 
catches by longline fisheries from 2014-2017 (Appen-
dix F of the afore-mentioned CMMs). The relevant in-
dustries of longline fisheries of the CCMs which have 
OPRT- member associations expended utmost efforts 
to reduce their catches in accordance with the catch 
reduction schedule. These endeavors by those longline 
industries are expecting the implementation of further 
effective restrictions on purse seiners’ FAD settings 
which should lead to the reduction in fishing mortality 
of bigeye tuna by purse seine fisheries to realize the 
recovery of the WCPO bigeye stock. But such expec-
tation has been in vain so far. 

It is obvious that the WCPFC must develop and 
adopt effective and fair measures to realize the re-
covery of the WCPO bigeye stock without delay and 
the endeavors by those longline industries mentioned 
above should be duly taken into account.  

The current multi-year management program expires 
at the end of 2017 and a new stock assessment for the 
WCPO bigeye will be conducted in 2017.

The 13th Regular Session of the Scientific Commit-
tee is scheduled in Rarotonga, Cook Islands August 
9-17, 2017and the 14th Regular Session of the WCP-
FC will be held from December 3 to 8, 2017 in Philip-
pines. 

Urgent need for the reduction in
fishing mortality on juvenile bigeye
by FAD sets by purse seine vessels
Ⅰ .Sate of stocks of bigeye tuna 
- Depletion of bigeye stocks are overwhelming.
Table.1 Status of bigeye stocks
                                              by Convention Area

Note: *WCPO: Western and Central Pacific Ocean
          **EPO: Eastern Pacific Ocean

Ⅱ . Diagnoses and prescriptions (management rec-
ommendations) by scientific bodies
 - Deterioration of bigeye stocks in recent decades are 
chiefly attributable to increased fishing mortality of 
juveniles caused by purse seine operations associated 
with Fish Aggregating Devices (FADs) ;

Area/
Status

IndianO.
(IOTC)

WCPO 
(WCPFC)

EPO**
(IATTC)

Atlantic O.
(ICCAT)

Overfishing Yes Yes

Overfished Yes Yes Yes

Save the bigeye stocks

Fig.1 State of bigeye stock (in Kobe-Chart) by rel-
evant Convention area:

Source: Latest assessments by the respective RFMO’s scien-
tific subsidiary bodies. 
IOTC: in 2016; WCPFC: in 2014; IATTC: in 2016; ICCAT: in 
2015 
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 b. Prescription by IATTC Staff in 2016
   - Recommendations by the Staff for the 90th IATTC 
Meeting (June 27- July 1, 2016)
   - The Staff recommended that the closure of the 
purse-seine fishery for tropical tunas (yellowfin, skip-
jack and bigeye) established in Resolution C-13-01 be 
increased from 62 days to 87 days during 2017-2019, 
and all the other provisions of the resolution be main-
tained as they are.
                           [Source: IATTC-90-04d REV p2]
 c. History of discussions on the recommendation
   - The 90th IATTC Meeting (June 27-July 01, 2016)  
was not able to reach an agreement and its resumed 
Session (October 10-14, 2016) also failed to reach a 
conclusion. .

 d. Next opportunity to discuss this issue:
    The 91st IATTC Meeting (Extraordinary) will be 
held during February 7 to 10, 2017 to address this is-
sue

3. Atlantic Bigeye Stock
 a. Diagnosis (by ICCAT SCRS in 2015)
   - The Atlantic bigeye tuna stock was estimated to be 
overfished and overfishing was occurring in 2014.
   - The Commission should be aware that increased 
harvests on FADs could have had negative conse-
quences for the productivity of bigeye tuna fisheries.

- Catch 2014: 72,585 t
Average catch 2010-2014: 76,141 t
MSY: 78,824 t (67,725-85,009 t)
B2014/BMSY: 0.67 (0.48-1.20)
F2012/FMSY:  1.28 (0.62-1.85)
Current TAC : 85,000 t

     [Source:  http://www.iccat.org/Documents/SCRS/
Presentation/2015/Panel1-2015.pdf pp13-14]

 b. Prescription by ICCAT SCRS in 2015
   - To reduce the TAC to level that would allow the 
recovery of the stock with high probability and in as 
short period as possible.
   - Should the Commission wish to increase the long-
term sustainable yield, the Committee continues to 
recommend that effective measures be found to reduce 

    - Overfishing and the increase in juvenile bigeye 
tuna catches have resulted in a considerable reduction 
in the potential yield of the WCPO bigeye stock.
[Source: WCPFC Summary Report para.193, WCPFC-
SC10=2014/SA-WA-01 Rev1]

 b. Prescription by WCPFC SC in 2014
   - Fishing mortality on the WCPO bigeye stock be 
reduced:
     A 36% reduction from the average levels for 2008-
2011;
     A minimum 33% reduction from the 2004 level; or
     A minimum 26% reduction from the average 2001-
2004 level of fishing mortality.
   [Source: WCPFC Summary Report para.194, WCP-
FC-SC10=2014/SA-WA-01 Rev1]

 c. Measures taken or not taken
   - Reductions in the number of FAD sets by purse 
seine vessels appear in the relevant Conservation and 
Management Measures (CCMs) -a multi-year manage-
ment program for tropical tuna including bigeye for 
2014-2017- has not been implemented in 2015 and 
thereafter:
   - No progress in establishing a scheme for reduction 
of overcapacity of purse seine fleet.
   - Reduction in the catches by longline fisheries of 
members with major longline fleets (China, Japan, Ko-
rea and Chinese Taipei) have been implemented in ac-
cordance with the Appendix F of the relevant CCMs.  

2. Eastern Pacific Ocean (EPO) Bigeye Stock
 a. Diagnosis (by IATTC SAC in 2016)
   - The spawning biomass ratio (SBR) gradually de-
clined to a historically low level of 0.16 at the start of 
2013.
   - The recent fishing mortality rates are estimated 
to be slightly below the level corresponding to MSY, 
whereas recent spawning biomasses are estimated to 

be slightly below that level.

[Source: IATTC SAC-07-05a, h: steepness]

Bace 
case h=0.75 Bace 

case h=0.75

MSY 107,864 107,595 Crecent/MSY 0.97 0.97

BMSY 389,211 726,606 Brecent/BMSY 1.00 0.83

SMSY 95,101 200,215 Srecent/SMSY 0.96 0.81

BMSY/B0 0.26 0.34 Fmultiplier 1.05 0.91

SMSY/S0 0.21 0.3
Management 
quantity Base case 2011 Base case 2014

MSY (mt) 76,760 108,520

Fcurrent/FMSY 1.46 1.57

SBlatest/SBF=0 0.21 0.16

 - Reduction in fishing mortality caused by FAD sets 
by purse seine fisheries are strongly recommended but 
extents of restrictions in the implementations have not 
been adequate;

1. Western & Central Pacific (WCPO) Bigeye Stock
 a. Diagnosis (by WCPFC SC in 2014)
   - Overfishing is continuing and the stock has been 
overfished.
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Tuna Campaign

Lecture on Taste Analysis Machine
that can quantify taste

The Organ iza t ion  fo r  the  Promot ion  o f 
Responsible Tuna Fisheries (OPRT) held a 
“October-10 is Day-of-Tuna” seminar under 

the theme: “Enjoy a great variety 
of  sashimi  tuna dishes”  on 
September 30, 2016 at Sankaido 
Building in Minato-ku, Tokyo.

A lecture was delivered on the 
topic of “Quantifying the taste of 
sashimi tuna”.

Mr. Ryuichi Suzuki,  Chief 
Executive Officer of AISSY Inc. 
and Keio University Researcher, 
made a presentation about the 
advanced taste analysis machine 
that quantifies the taste of food 
- named Leo - developed by 
AISSY Inc. He spoke about 
analyses made by the machine, 
focusing on tastiness of sashimi 
tuna. Differences in taste of 
sashimi tuna have been observed 
according to the differences in 
such factors as: sharpness of 

FAD-related and other fishing mortality of small big-
eye tuna.
   [Source: Report of the Standing Committee on Re-
search and Statistics (SCRS), 28 Sept.-02 Oct. p 35]

 c. Measures adopted in November, 2015 by ICCAT
   - Reduction in the TAC for Atlantic Bigeye was ad-
opted by the ICCAT in November, 2015: from 85,000t 
for 2013-2015 to 65,000t for 2016-2018. 
     It is, however, notable that the bigeye catches had 
never exceeded the previous TAC level (85,000t) dur-
ing the years subject to that TAC but the 2015 stock as-
sessment classified the most recent state of the Atlantic 
bigeye stock into the “red” in the Kobe Chart whereas 
according to the previous assessment the stock state 
was in the “green ”. There are some observations that 
the management measures adopted for 2016-2018 to 
be applied to purse seine fishing operations associated 
with FADs may be insufficient and should be rein-
forced. 

Ⅲ . It is obvious that WCPFC, IATTC and ICCAT  
are all called for adequate actions without delay 
with respect to the recovery of bigeye stock for 
which each of them is responsible.

the knife with which “saku*” of tuna was sliced in 
preparing sashimi, temperature level where saku was 
preserved, and the way of thawing frozen sashimi 
tuna. 
*saku: a block of sashimi tuna (a rectangular block 3 x 
6-8 inches ready for slicing into sashimi pieces) 

In a sampling party held after the seminar, sashimi of 
southern bluefin and bigeye thawed in two ways were 
served. One way is an oxygen filling technique that 
has been developed to bring out the fresh red color 
and tastiness of frozen sashimi tuna and preserve those 
virtues for a longer period, and the other is ordinary 
thawing.  Bigeye sashimi prepared in the Vietnamese 
raw-spring-roll style, was served for the first time 
with the view to expanding the variety of tuna dishes 
(sashimi tuna with sweet-sour sauce) whereas the 
inveterately traditional is the combination of sashimi 
tuna with soy sauce and a touch of wasabi. There were 
also croquettes of minced swordfish meat which are 
often served in school lunch provided at elementary 
schools and junior high schools in Kesen-numa, 
Miyagi Prefectue. Participants enjoyed the tuna dishes.

From the AISSY Inc.’s web-site: http://aissy.co.jp/intl/services/ 
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”October-10 is the Day-of-Tuna”
Attraction of tuna highlighted at fish 

retail shops

The Organization for the Promotion of Re-
sponsible Tuna Fisheries (OPRT) carried out 
the “Wild Sashimi Tuna Campaign under the 

theme: “Enjoy a great variety of sashimi tuna dishes”. 
This campaign was conducted in cooperation with the 
Japan Fish Retailors Union (Zensui-shoren ) in rela-
tion to “October-10 is Day-of-Tuna”. A total of 25,000 
copies of leaflets and 800 copies of posters were 
distributed for sales promotion for wild frozen tuna 
through 224 fresh fish retailers with the aim at making 
the day better known among consumers and to impress 
them about the attraction of sashimi tunas. In the leaf-
let, pictures of a variety of dishes using sashimi tuna 
are featured to entice consumers to prepare tuna dishes 
with recipes other than those of the conservative com-
bination of sashimi tuna and soy sauce with a touch of 
wasabi.

For example, sashimi tuna seasoned with south-east 
Asian sauce; combination of a variety of vegetables 
with “Zuke (sashimi tuna marinated with sake, mirin, 
soy sauce, juice of citrus (to your taste) and water for 
hours)” and, marinated sashimi tuna prepared in the 
Korean Yuk-whe style, etc. are featured. The leaflet 
also contains a column demonstrating a long history 
(more than 4,000 years) of consumption of tunas in 
Japan.   

“Uoyoshi Shoten( 魚義商店 )”, a fish store in Kita-
koiwa, Tokyo, sells a variety of sashimi tuna. Hoping 
that customers would eat more sashimi tuna, the owner 
held his own lottery during the period of the campaign 
and the winners received sashimi tuna equivalent to 
that at retail price of JPY 3,000.

Mr. Watanabe, owner of the store mentioned that 
sashimi tuna is a star commodity among the fish prod-
ucts at his store. Sashimi tuna can be said to be the 
most popular fish products for the Japanese consum-
ers. Pieces of sashimi tuna with its fresh color greatly 
contribute to the color scheme of assorted Sushi. He 
believes that if consumers enjoy sashimi tuna of good 
quality, they will come to be fond of other raw fish 
products as tasty foodstuffs. 

In the evening around 5p.m.on the day of our visit 
to his store (early October, 2016), his patrons came in 
one after another and purchased sashimi tuna and other 
fish in season. Mr. Watanabe or his wife attracted the 
attention of their customers to the campaign by hand-
ing the leaflet to every customer who had purchased 
sashimi tuna.

マグロ料理いろいろたたきマグロのサラ
ダ

漬けマグロ丼

山かけ・ねばねばマ
グロ

マグロの握り寿司 マグロの手巻き寿司

マグロのタルタル風 手こね寿司

マグロ生春巻き

マグロユッケ風

マグロカルパッチョマグロの茶漬け

マグロのしゃぶしゃ
ぶ

詳しい作り方は：ホームページ（http://www.oprt.or.jp)をご覧下さい

マグロの刺身

角切りマグロにすりおろした長芋を添えて。
長芋（大和芋）・
オクラ・ナメコな
どと和えてねば
ねばマグロに。
お醤油かポン酢で。
山葵を添えて。

漬けかマリネにした刺身マグロをサイコ
ロに切り、アボ
カドを敷いた上
に綺麗に盛付
け。
マヨネーズを添
えても。

漬けマグロで手こね寿司。しょうが、大葉
などの千切りを
添えて。
（G７サミット開催地
伊勢・志摩の名物）
「漬け」にたまり
醤油を使うと本
格的。

薄く切った刺身マグロを、出し汁にくぐら
せ、ポン酢かゴマ
ダレで。
薬味の葱も忘れ
ずに。

細切りにしたマグロに塩・コショウをし
て軽くなじま
せ、ごま油を少
し垂らし、コチュ
ジャンで和えて。
黄身はお好みで。

醤油・日本酒・みりんに漬けて、白いご飯
か寿司飯かはお
好みで。
（「漬け」の作り方
は裏表紙にあり
ます）

熱いご飯に漬けマグロを乗せ、三つ葉を
添えて、日本茶
かダシ汁をお好
みで。

刺身マグロを薄切りに、洋風に塩・コショ
ウ・レモン汁かビ
ネガー（酢）・オリ
ーブオイルで味
付け。
ルッコラなどの
洋野菜を添えて。

棒状に切った刺身マグロと野菜を、湿らせ
て戻したライス
ペーパーで巻い
て。
スイートチリ
ソースでベトナ
ム風に。

手巻き寿司で、家でゆっくり。パリッとし
た海苔が味わえ
ます。

サクの表面を加熱（炙ったり、熱湯をかけ
たり）し、すぐに
氷水にとり冷ま
す。切り分けたあ
と、お好みの野
菜と。洋風ドレッ
シングでもポン
酢でも。

Lectures on the issues for CCSBT, 
IATTC and CITES by Scientists.

The Organization for the Promotion of Responsi-
ble Tuna Fisheries (OPRT) held the 2nd OPRT 
Seminar in FY2016 on November 2, 2016 at 

Sankaido Building in Minato-ku, Tokyo. Two scien-
tists from the National Institute of Far Seas Fisheries, 
Japan Fisheries Research and Education Agency, made 
presentations on major issues for :  
   i) the Commission for the Conservation of Southern 

October-10 is the Day-of-Tuna

OPRT Seminar
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Bluefin Tuna (CCSBT) ;
  ii) the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission 
(IATTC) ; and
 iii) the 17th Conference of the Parties of Convention 
on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild 
Fauna and Flora (Cop 17 of CITES).  

 CCSBT:
- Rigorous Data Collection contributed to the In-

crease in TAC
- A Good Precedent for restricted catches that have 

lead to the recovery of the Stock  
Dr. Tomoyuki Itoh, Head of Temperate Tuna Group, 

Bluefin Tuna Resources Division, talked about the in-
crease in the TAC for Southern Bluefin Tuna (SBT) for 
2018-2020, adopted at the 23rd Annual Meeting of the 
CCSBT held in mid-October, 2016 including its back-
ground.

Stock assessment for SBT has been conducted every 
three years in the framework of the CCSBT. Based 
on the result from the stock assessment conducted in 
2014, Spawning Stock Biomass (SB) was estimated as 
9% of the original spawning stock biomass, staying at 
a low level but the stock was on an increasing trend.

The CCSBT is the first tuna-related Regional Fish-
ery Management Organization (RFMO) which has 
adopted a Management Procedure (MP). In the other 
tuna-related RFMOs, mostly, discussions on specific 
contents of management measures take place in the 
Commission after results of the assessment for the 
stock concerned become available. However, in the 
CCSBT,  mem-
bers have agreed 
upon contents of 
the management 
measures “in ad-
vance” of stock 
assessments.

Namely, “an MP 
is a pre-agreed set 
of rules that can 
specify changes 
to the TAC based 
on updated monitoring data taking into account uncer-
tainties in science”.

The CCSBT tested a variety of candidate MPs with 
the aid of an operating model of the fishery that simu-
lated the characteristics of the SBT stock and fishery.

The candidate MPs were tested against a range of 
uncertainties so that a robust procedure could be iden-
tified.

The MP is tuned to a 70% probability of rebuilding 
the stock to the interim rebuilding target reference 
point of 20% of the original spawning stock biomass 
by 2035. 

However, Dr. Itoh mentioned that the reason why the 
MP is workable in the CCSBT is because the MP only 

has to deal with the SBT stock (single species) and the 
structure of the fisheries concerned is rather simple: 
the Japanese longline fleet and the Australian purse 
seine fleet have harvested the bulk of the total SBT 
catch. In this context, the CPUE data series and length 
data that have been collected and accumulated by the 
Japanese longline fleet have greatly contributed to the 
scientific estimations.

Dr. Itoh pointed out that “such precedent has been es-
tablished where a catch restriction has actually brought 
about an increase in biomass of the stock concerned.” 
At the same time, he emphasized that collection and 
compilation of catch statistic data by the administrative 
section has worked well and has lead to the increase 
in TAC although the measures relating to fishery man-
agement has cost a lot including costs for carrying out 
the following actions: introduction of individual quota 
to the authorized Japanese longline vessels in 2006, 
attaching a plastic tag with unique letters and number 
to every individual of SBT caught by fishermen on 
board; report from fishermen onboard regarding length 
data for every SBT caught, etc..

IATTC:
- No agreement was reached for tropical tunas in the  

IATTC meeting in October 
- IAATC will meet again in February, 2017 
Mr. Hiroshi Nishida, Director of Tuna and Skipjack 

Resources Division, reported the result of the 90th 
Meeting (resumed) of Inter-American Tropical Tuna 
Commission (IATTC) held in mid-October, in La Jolla, 
USA. 

In the Eastern Pacific Ocean (EPO), both bigeye and 
yellowfin stocks are assessed in the same state, i.e. 
spawning stocks are “overfished” but fishing mortality 
levels are at slightly below the level of “overfishing”. 
In particular, the deterioration of the EPO bigeye stock 
is attributable to purse seine sets associated with Fish 
Aggregating Devices (FADs).  

The current management measures for tropical tunas 
(yellowfin, bigeye and skipjack) of IATTC consist of 
i) Closure of total purse seine fishing for 62 days; ii) 
One-month closure for purse-seine fishing of tropical 
tunas in the specific offshore area; and iii ) national 
catch limits for longline fishing.

Although the IATTC received a recommendation 
from the Staff which had been prepared based on the 
advice of the Scientific Advisory Committee to in-
crease the current purse seine closure during 2017-
2019 from 62 days to 87 days, the IATTC was not able 
to reach agreement at its Meeting held from June 27 
to July 1, 2016. Later, the IATTC met again in mid-
October, 2016 to further discuss this issue for adoption 
of a new measure but no agreement was reached. The 
IATTC is scheduled to meet in February, 2017 to make 
a decision on this issue.
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of the major wholesale companies in Tukiji- in his re-
mark prior to the beginning of the auction, mentioned 
“It was announced that the relocation of the fish mar-
ket from Tsukiji to Toyosu would be delayed but the 
new date for the relocation has not been announced to 
date. All workers in Tsukiji are in turmoil. I do hope 
that safety will be confirmed in a persuasive manner 
and that we will be able to break out of this confusion, 
as soon as possible.”

Remarks by Mr. Yutaka Hayama, President of the To-
kyo Tsukiji Uoichiba Ohmono Gyokai, Association of 
Intermediate Wholesalers for Tunas, Tsukiji Fish Mar-
ket) followed. He stated “I have been perplexed and 
am angry with the delay of relocation. It is true that we 
have no choice but to work in the place available to us 
but we have to strive to survive this confusion with our 
own utmost efforts.” Mr. Hayama also emphasized the 
necessity for significant progresses to be actually made 
in establishing and implementing international man-
agement measures for the recovery of deteriorated tuna 
stocks including 
those of bigeye.  

At last year’s 
f i r s t  a u c t i o n 
in Tsukiji ,  the 
highest-priced 
tuna was a 200-
kg fresh bluefin 
tuna landed at 
Oma. The price 
was JPY 14 mil-
lion. Historically 
the highest price 
was recorded in the 2013 first auction at JPY 155 mil-
lion for a 222-kg bluefin tuna. Bidding competition has 
been calming down since 2014 but this year’s highest 
price is the second highest in the record.

This tuna was successfully bid by a company that 
runs the major sushi restaurant chain.

As usual, the mass media reported on the result of 
auction, in particular, the price of the highest-priced 
tuna and who won it on the auction, as early as a cou-
ple of hours after the auction. The winning company 
was successful in putting an effective advertisement 
in the mass 
media for 
i t s  s u s h i 
restaurant 
business.

Highest-priced bluefin tuna
fetches JPY 74 million at the year’s

first Tukiji auction

The year’s first auction of 2017 was held in 
Tsukiji Market on January 5. In a turmoil be-
cause of the delay of relocation to Toyosu (see 

related article of the previous issue of OPRT Newslet-
ter International of September , 2016, No.57:on Page 
4), a 212-kg fresh Bluefin tuna landed at Oma, Aomori 
Prefecture, fetched the highest price for this year at 
JPY 74 million, which corresponds to JPY 350 thou-
sand per kg. 

Mr. Nobuyuki Aoki, President of Daito-Gyorui  -one 

CITEC COP17 :
 - Pro-preservation atmosphere prevailed
 - Little respect for scientific evidence and advice

Mr. Nishida also talk-
ed about the results of 
COP17 of CITES held 
in Johannesburg, from 
late September to early 
October, 2016.

He highlighted the 
inclusion of silky shark 
and thresher sharks in 
Appendix Ⅱ . Both 
proposals were adopted 
regardless of the rel-
evant comments from 
“the 5th FAO Expert 
Advisory Panel for the Assessment of Proposals to 
Amend Appendices Ⅰ and Ⅱ of CITES concerning 
Commercially-Exploited Aquatic Species, held in 
Rome, 6-10 June, 2016”, and little consideration was 
made as to how restrictions of international trade of 
commodities of the species concerned would contrib-
ute to prevention of extinction, or the difficulties that 
would take place in relation to the implementation of 
restrictions on international trade of the related com-
modities.   

He also pointed out that even episodic phenomena 
such as decline in the stock abundance indicators in-
cluding CPUE that had taken place for a short period 
of time and/or in limited area/region, or that had been 
brought about by the shift in fishing operations such 
as change in target species, could provide the basis for 
proposals to amend Appendices of CITES. 

He further mentioned the differences in principles 
leading to the differences in the conclusions of CITES 
and Regional Fisheries Management Organizations.

Tsukiji auction


