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FOR CONSERVATION AND SUSTAINABLE USE OF TUNAS 

Serious concern is rising over rapid buildup of 
the Southern Long Line Fleet

Q1: Firstly, will you inform us of PITIA (purpose. 
activities and members etc)?

A: PITIA was established in 2004 and is comprised of 
the national commercial export tuna associations and 
operators in fourteen Forum Island Countries. Its purpose 
is to promote the interests of the domestic tuna industries 
in the Pacific Islands. Our members have wide ranging 
and dif fering interests within the Industr y and are 
naturally bound by their respective Governments statutes 
and rules. PITIA has observer status at the Western and 
Central Pacific Fisheries Commission (WCPFC) and 
uses its presence to communicate to members outcomes 
of meetings and to express, where possible, any generic 
views held by them.
   PITIA also seeks to provide practical industry input into 
WCPFC and Forum Fisheries Agency (FFA) working 
group meetings.
   PITIA is managed by a Secretariat based in Tonga and 
a Board of Directors who are resident throughout the 
region.  The Board comprises of directors with current 
active interests in Canning, Purse Seine and Longline 
fishing operations together with the management of 
domestic fishing companies.
   
Q2: On Dec.8, PITIA publicly released the statement 
indicated below, expressing serious concern over 
the rapid increase of the southern longline fleet. Will 
you explain the situation more precisely, for example 
of the type of the longline, fishing capacity, target 
fish, etc?
 
A: Let me say firstly that PITIA generally is not a "lobby 
group" as such. Public statements are rare and usually at 
the behest, or in support of, individual trade associations. 
We have recently commented on the commercial effects of 
the Micronesian "Shark Sanctuary" and now on the rapid 
increase in long line vessel activity in the South Pacific.
   The main issue we have highlighted in our public 
statement is the movement of new fleets into the Southern 
area at a time when effort is meant to be controlled and 
managed. Our concern relates to localised stock depletion 

caused by the sheer numbers of vessels in the area.  This 
occurs even though the biological state of the stock itself 
may be considered to be sound.
   The vessels themselves are the new generation of small 
surface long liners in the 90 – 120 GT range which have 
the same daily catch capacity as the traditional oceanic 
long liners five times their size. The more recent vessels 
have super freeze capability for the sashimi trade or are 
being retrofitted to suit.
   Whilst Albacore is the target species there is the 
inevitable by catch of Big Eye and Yellow Fin. When 
fishing South of 30º South Southern Blue Fin Tuna (SBT) 
will feature in the catch mix. 
  
Q3: The import of frozen albacore in Japan has 
been 23,207 tons in 2010, showing rapid increase 
in recent years. In 2003, it was only 2,804 tons. 
(Official trade statistics) Will you tell us the trend of 
other markets in the world?

A: Japan is usually a net exporter of Albacore and the 
imports of frozen Albacore are generally to satisfy seasonal 
shortages in the market from time to time. There is an 
increasing interest, however, in specialty supply for the 
sashimi market – either as frozen or fresh.  The cannery 
market, however, still remains the principle market for 
Albacore.
   Of par ticular note is the increase in the supply of 
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Albacore from the Southern Pacific region which now 
stands at a record 60,000 tonnes per annum having shown 
a 50% increase over the last three years.

Q4: Will you tell us the magnitude of decline of 
CPUE (catch rate) and fish size of albacore in recent 
years?

A: Our information is Industry sourced which always 
reacts more quickly to changes in CPUE and fish size 
to that of “official” scientific evidence.  Inevitably there 
is a “lag” between what the industry sees on the fishing 
grounds to this being translated into peer reviewed 
scientific papers.  There is need for an urgent assessment 
by the competent authorities to confirm our advice (from 
member associations) that there has been a precipitous 
decline in CPUE over the last five years. Whilst some 
of this can be attributed to events such as the Southern 
Oscillation (seasonal variations in stock conditions) as a 
generalisation there has been steep and regular decline in 
CPUE since 2006 - some claiming this to be a reduction in 
CPUE of 40% over the period. 
   Whilst we have market reports of Albacore size reduction 
in the most recent years this is difficult to quantify.  South 
Pacific Albacore size dif fers by latitude with the more 
South the vessels fish - the smaller the fish. 

Q5: What made the increase of small scale longliners 
in your view?
 
A: I want to emphasise that our media release is not 
intended to be a criticism of “small longliners” as such.  
Indeed this is the style and size of vessel most suited to 
domestic fishers in our region.  Our concern is that the 
fishing potential and mobility of these fleets is not being 
recognised and taken into account in managing the fishery.
   There has been a complete change in the demographics 
of surface longlining since the advent of super freeze 
(minus 60C) shipping containers and introduction of more 
simple fishing gear.  Previously, large super freeze fish 
carriers were needed to deliver to the market – these, 
now, have been replaced by super freeze containers which 
can be readily located in even the most isolated of Pacific 
ports.  Thus, there has been a” revolution” in the transport 
system, paving the way for small vessel operation and 
mobility. 
   A typical vessel of less than 24 metres LOA can have a 
hold capacity of 130 cubic metres and can set in excess of 

3000 hooks daily.  These vessels can be mass produced in 
either FRP or Steel and fitted with high speed industrial 
main engines.  The effect is to provide for the creation 
of large ef ficient fleets that are highly mobile and can 
relocate worldwide at short notice.  
      
Q6: Do you think that they give adverse impact to 
big eye and yellowfin stock, as well?

A: As previously stated, whilst these vessels may be 
targeting Albacore, there is the inevitable by catch of Big 
Eye and Yellow Fin.  This by catch is well recorded in 
official statistics and is likely to make up to 8 -12% of the 
landed catch as a total of both species. 

Q7: Fishing capacity of small scale longline fishing 
vessels in the world including Western Central 
Pacific (WCPO) were left uncontrolled in the past 
because of their small capacity. Do you believe their 
fishing capacity should be limited and controlled at 
an appropriate level?
  
A: We do not think that small vessel fishing ”capability” 
should be limited or controlled as such. Owners need the 
ability to choose what is the most effective vessel size for 
them.  All that needs to happen is the acknowledgement 
that the class of vessel referred to in this inter view  
represent an almost equivalent catching capacity as the 
more  traditional larger vessels. 
 Containerisation of shipping ser vices is actually the 
arbiter of vessel size.  A twenty foot reefer container holds 
approximately 16 tonnes of whole tuna.  The super freeze 
(-60C) 40 foot container holds about 23 tonnes.  Thus even 
the smallest vessel which has export capability must be 
included in any capacity related resolution or discussion.

Q8: Do you think that introduction of such 
controlling measures be beneficial to coastal 
countries in desiring to develop their small scale 
tuna longline fisheries?

A: As stated in PITIA’s media release our concern is 
that localised overfishing is now occurring and having 
the inevitable ef fect on current and future catch rates. 
It is par ticularly necessar y to maintain and have an 
economically sustainable resource at the onset of any 
development by the coastal states. This will provide the 
confidence in going forward – coastal states cannot afford 
to have failed fisheries. 

Q9: How do you think it practical to deal with this 
issue?

A: We would like to see this issue being high on the 
agenda at the next meeting of WCPFC.  This meeting has 
now been delayed until March 2012 which should allow 
time for an (initial) official’s appraisal of the situation. 
   Ul t imately  the adopt ion of  an ef fect ive  catch 
documentation scheme (CDS) is the best management 
tool for all tuna species within a RFMO. Proof of this is the 
success of the CDS now in place for Southern Blue Fin 
Tuna under the auspices of CCSBT. small scale longline fishing fleet in Suva, Fiji
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Moves of Tuna RFMOs

STATEMENT
Pacific Islands Tuna Industry Association

PITIA expresses serious concern over the rapid buildup of 
the Southern Long Line fleet. 

The Pacific Islands Tuna Association (PITIA), in expressing 
serious concern over the rapid buildup of the Southern 
Long Line fleet, is reiterating the unease being felt by its 
members. 

PITIA's membership comprises the various national fishery 
associations in the Pacific Islands, including but not limited 
to those with a long term commitment and experience in 
the Southern Fishery who are dismayed at the continued 
increase of fishing effort in the High Seas area primarily 
South of Vanuatu, Fiji and Tonga. 

New fleets are constantly appearing in the area having 
been displaced from, or departed on their own accord from 
other Northern Pacific and Indian Ocean Fisheries. Whilst 
stock assessment models indicate that the Albacore fishery 
is in a relatively robust state, scientists have warned for 
some time that increased catch will come at the expense of 
economic viability. The actual experience at sea tells that 
this is already happening. Recent years have shown both 
a decrease in catch per unit effort (CPUE) and fish size. 
Practice shows that there has been a fast local depletion 
regardless of the perceived state of the overall stock. 

Whilst it is acknowledged that the management of the 
Bigeye and Yellowfin Tuna stocks has, of necessity, been 
a priority for the Western Pacific Fisheries Commission 
(WCPFC) there is now increased urgency in addressing 
the Southern Albacore situation. PITIA wishes to extend 
its support to requests from FFA members, Te Vaka 
Moana participants that a closer look at the position of 
Southern Albacore be given higher priority within the 
WCPFC agenda, and seek the support of Distant Fishing 
Water Nations when the issue is considered. In particular, 
PITIA supports the call from TCC7 for a comprehensive 
report on the fishery that integrates all available data 
sources in order to ensure a common understanding 
of the magnitude of this problem. WCPFC must give 
adequate recognition to the rights and aspirations of 
small Island Developing States in this fishery, and the 
constraints and opportunities of the small scale domestic 
fleets that they manage. PITIA strongly supports the push 
by FFA members in the last few WCPFC meetings for 
establishment of zone based, rather than flag Based limits 
in the longline fishery. This is to address the emerging 
increase in ef for t that the sheer numbers of vessels 
relocating to this area has created. 

These vessels are nomadic in nature and will depart as 
soon as stocks are depleted. It is then left to those resident 
Pacific Island fishing companies and associations to seek 
out an existence on low CPUE's until the stock recovers. 
Whilst the new fleets have Albacore as their target species 
there is the inevitable catch of Bigeye and Yellowfin and 
given the vessel numbers the catch of these two species 
will not be insignificant. 

We cannot over-emphasise the gravity of the situation and 
trust that the Commission will take appropriate notice and 
act accordingly. 

Thank you, PITIA Secretariat.

C/-P. O Box 1704, Nuku’alofa, Tonga
PH: +676 28-867; +676 876-3117 Fax: +676 26-039
Email: secretariat@pacifictunaindustry.com

  
Q10: If you wish to make additional remarks, please 
do so.

A: The need to manage fleet increases and fishing activity 
relates as much to the EEZ’s of the Coastal States as on the 
High Seas.  
   PITIA in promoting domestic development and in 
acknowledging the aspirations of our member states is 
also conscious of the need to balance immediate perceived 
gain (by issuing more licences) with the long term future 
prospects for the domestic industry.
  Genuine commercial practitioners in the domestic fishery 
need the certainty of an economical sustainable resource.
   The current “race for fish” does not provide this. 
   Suva, FIJI, 20th December 2011

<ICCAT>
ICCAT reinforces regulations on purse-
seining in the Gulf of Guinea

The 22nd Annual Meeting of the International 
Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas 
(ICCAT) was held 11-19 November in Istanbul, 

Turkey. OPRT participated in the meeting as observer.
   At the meeting, ICCAT decided on expansion of the 
closed seasons and closed areas for the fish aggregating 
device (FAD) operations by purse-seine fishing vessels 
in the Gulf of Guinea where a large number of juvenile  
bigeye and yellowfin tunas inhabit. The commission also 
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decided to enforce rigorous regulation of large-scale purse-
seine tuna fishing vessels with the explicit aim to alleviate 
negative impact on the stock of bigeye and yellowfin by 
that type of fishery. 
   Furthermore, the commission agreed to change the 
process of the catch documentation system for the bluefin 
tuna from the conventional paper submission to electronic 
data provision in order to prevent more strictly the 
distribution of the tunas caught against ICCAT rules. The 
catch documentation system was designed to confirm by 
the authorities the legitimacy of the catch in each stage 
ranging from fishing to transportation and trade. It further 
agreed on working to expand the system's application to 
bigeye, yellowfin and skipjack tunas, in addition to bluefin. 

Catch quota to be set also for yellowfin
   With regard to fishing of bigeye tuna and swordfish from 
2012 in the waters under its jurisdiction, ICCAT agreed to 
maintain the same catch quota as in the previous years. It 
also decided to newly establish an overall quota of 110,000 
tons for yellowfin in a bid to ensure sustainability of this 
species in the years to come. The catch results of yellowfin 
in 2010 stood at 108,000 tons.   
   Meanwhile, delegates from member countries elected, 
by voting, Masanori Miyahara, Japan's chief delegate to 
ICCAT and also Deputy Director-General of the Fisheries 
Agency of the Japanese government, as Chairman of the 
Commission for the coming two-year term.           

Move for applying catch documentation 
system to purse-seine tuna catch is 
becoming clear, says Japan's ICCAT 
delegate

Masanori Miyahara, who attended ICCAT Annual 
Meeting as Japan's chief delegate, stated in 
a press conference in Tokyo that ICCAT has 

agreed on the need to apply the catch documentation 
system to the tunas caught by purse-seine tuna fishing 
as well in order to ensure compliance with the ICCAT 
managment measures. The system has not so far covered 
the catch by purse-seine fishing. As a result, ICCAT 
decided to work on expanding the application of the 
system to yellowfin, bigeye and skipjack tunas from next 

<CCSBT>
CCSBT agrees on increase of SBT catch 
quota 

The Commission for the Conservation of Southern 
Bluefin Tuna (CCSBT) agreed at its 18th Annual 
Meeting to increase the total allowable catch (TAC) 

of southern bluefin tuna by gradual steps from 2012. 
   The meeting was held in Bali, Indonesia, 10-13 October.
   The decision is based on the recommendation of the 
Scientific Committee that quota increase is possible 
because the stock is on a recovery trend, although the 
biomass of the parent fish is still at a low level.
   The quota will be increased from the present TAC by 
1,000 tons in the initial year, 1,500 tons in the second 
year and 3,000 tons in the third. This is the first time that 
CCSBT decided on increase of  its TAC for the reason of 
the stock recovery trend.
   As a result, the current TAC of 9,449 tons will be raised 
to 10,449 tons in 2012, to 10,949 tons in 2013 and to 12,449 
tons in 2014. 
   The CCSBT chose to take cautious gradual steps in TAC 
increase, while noting the Scientific Committee's advice 
that quota increase is possible.
   Meanwhile, the quota allocations among  member parties 
were determined on the basis of the existing catch quota 
proportions. The discussion at the meeting focused on 
how to reflect the Scientific Committee's recommendation. 
   The Scientific Committee said that, although the 
stock of parent fish aged 8 or above is still at a low level, 
recruitment is increasing centering on the fish aged 4-5, 
and the stock is unlikely to decrease even if the quota 
is increased. Discussion continued over this statement 
until the final day of the meeting between the members 
who showed disapproval to TAC increase and those who 
asserted that the catch quota should be increased pursuant 
to the Scientific Committee's advice.
   Commenting on the results of the meeting, Masahiro 
Ishikawa, President of Japan Tuna Cooperative, valued 
this meeting of the CCSBT highly as it achieved an epoch-
making move in the management of tuna resources in 
the world. He said that tuna fishermen have had a strong 
feeling that the global trend at the RFMOs has so far 
leaned unevenly to reinforcing fishing regulations and 
reducing the catch. 
   Amid this situation, the CCSBT for the first time realized 
quota increase, based on the Scientific Committee's 
recommendation., although in gradual steps, The present 
decision was significant in that it was proved for the first 
time that, if management measures are strictly complied 
with, the tuna resources show recovery. The results of this 
CCSBT meeting will influence favorably other tuna RFMOs 
as well, Ishikawa said.

year and afterwards. 
   As positive information, Miyahara said that one of the 
salient topics at the meeting was the improved catch 
of Atlantic bluefin tuna in Morocco, Turkey and other 
countries, indicating signs of recovery of bluefin tuna 
population in the area. The ef fects of the regulation 
on purse-seine fishing in the Mediterranean are being 
observed in such a short interval, he added.

ICCAT Annual Meeting


