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OPRT General Meeting

Responsible tuna fisheries by OPRT is
assuming greater importance
— OPRT appeals the need to control overfishing capacity
at its General Meeting —

O

PRT held its Ordinary General Meeting
in Tokyo on June 2, 2009, at which it
approved its business plan for 2009.
It also adopted the Resolution to Promote
Control of Fishing Capacity for Bigeye Tuna. The
resolution called on the Western and Central
Pacific Fisheries Commission (WCPFC) to ensure
full and good-faith implementation by all parties
concerned of its regulatory measures for bigeye
tuna catch by purse-seine fishing vessels, to be
enforced from 2009. Furthermore, OPRT said that
the number of its members has increased to 19
by 2009.
At the outset of the meeting, OPRT President
Isao Nakasu stated: “I recall that at the time of
last year’s general meeting, we had a concern
about future of the fisheries under the impact of
soaring fuel prices. Although the circumstances
surrounding the fisheries have changed
drastically this year, we still continue to face
numbers of problems primarily because seafood
is not selling smoothly under the ongoing serious
economic setback of an unprecedented intensity.
We have difficulty in drawing a future outlook
for our industry, but I believe that it is in such
difficult times when we have to hold fast to the
principle of sustainable use of tuna resources,
which is our basic objective, and to realize
responsible fisheries in order conserve tuna
resources for future generations. In this respect,
the activities of OPRT have now come to assume
an even greater importance.”
“Although we are in a difficult plight, we will
be united in our efforts in countering the
p r o b l e m s f a c i n g t h e t u n a i n d u s t r y, b y
maintaining restraint of our overall fishing
efforts.”

“I am happy to report to you that two new
members joined OPRT during the past year, and
two others overseas are applying for membership
to implement responsible tuna fisheries.”
“I am pleased to see that OPRT’s activities are
attracting attention on a global scale. We will
continue our efforts in the days ahead so that
our objectives are realized, by expanding our
members and supporters,” Nakasu said.
Following his speech, Mr. Jun Yamashita,
Deputy Director-General of the Fisheries Agency,
the Government of Japan, addressed the meeting
as a guest speaker as follows.
“The International Commission for the
Conservation of Atlantic Tuna (ICCAT) and the
Western Central Pacific Fisheries Commission
(WCPFC) decided to reduce tuna catch quotas in
the waters of respective jurisdiction. In concert
with these efforts, Japan decided to reduce the
number of its tuna longline fishing vessels by 87.
We consider that it is important for Japan
continue to act as a responsible tuna consuming
and fishing country.” Yamashita concluded his
speech by saying that “in order to realize
sustainable use of tuna resources, not only the
efforts by producers but also global-scale efforts
involving all stakeholders are crucial. OPRT’s role
to attain this goal has become more important.
In this respect, I sincerely hope for further
promotion of OPRT’s activities.”
The Resolution to Promote Control of Fishing
Capacity for Bigeye Tuna, tabled by OPRT
members from Japan and Taiwan, was adopted
by consensus. The resolution will be sent to
governments concerned, UN FAO, regional tuna
fisheries management organizations, and other
parties.

OPRT promotes responsible tuna fisheries to ensure sustainable use of tuna resources. OPRT represents all
stakeholders in tuna fisheries, including major tuna fishing operators in the world, as well as traders,
distributors, and consumers in Japan.
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Issue

A

OPRT expresses concern
over massive catch of small-size tunas

t its General Meeting on June 2, 2009, OPRT adopted the Resolution to Promote Control of
Fishing Capacity for Bigeye Tuna by consensus among its members. Tuna longline fishing
organizations of various countries, who are members of OPRT, have been taking steps not to
increase the number of large-scale tuna longline fishing vessels with the aim to prevent overfishing
of tuna resources. Major tuna longline fishing organizations of the world have joined OPRT. The
number of large-scale tuna longline fishing vessels registered with OPRT decreased by 104 over the
past year to 1,049 as of March 2009. (See the list of OPRT registered fishing vessels on the last
page.) As a result, catch of tunas by longline fishing vessels have been restrained in recent years.
On the other hand, catch by purse-seine fishing vessels continue to stay at a high level, creating
concerns over the possible negative impact on the tuna resources (See the chart below). Especially,
massive harvest of small-size bigeye and yellowfin tunas, caught incidentally in the operation by
purse-seine fishing vessels, is likely to cause substantial direct impact on tuna resources. At the first
Joint Meeting of Regional Tuna Fisheries Management Organizations (RFMOs), held in Kobe, Japan,
in 2007, this issue was discussed and meeting participants agreed on the need to solve it.
Purse-seine fishing is practiced all over the world, so agreement among all countries involved is
essential to realize effective control of the capacity of this fishing. OPRT hopes and requests that the
United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and RFMOs step up their efforts to obtain
such an international agreement.

Resolution to Promote Control of Fishing Capacity for Bigeye Tuna
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Data compiled by Miyake based on RFMOs bases.
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OPRT Seminar

Recovery of sashimi tuna market in
Japan depends on demand
in the restaurant market
—Prof. Lou Xiaobo ‘s lecture at OPRT
seminar—

O

n June 2, OPRT held a seminar for its
full members, including overseas
members. At the seminar, Prof. Lou
Xiaobo of the Tokyo University of Marine Science
and Technology delivered a lecture under the
theme of “Trend and Future Outlook of Sashimi
Tuna Market in Japan.” (Sashimi is a Japanese
dish of bite-sized pieces of raw fish eaten with
soy sauce and horseradish paste.)
What follows is a summary of his address.
(1) The scale of sashimi tuna market in Japan,
the largest in the world, has been on a shrinking
trend, conspicuously in the restaurant market.
The key to the future consumption of sashimi
tuna lies in the general economic recovery, and
in particular in the recovery of the restaurant
market. Since tunas compete with other frozen
sashimi such as salmon, it is important to
differentiate tunas from other commodities and
appeal the good quality of tunas to consumers.
The scale of sashimi tuna market in Japan,
which is estimated to have been about Y600
billion by around 2000 and 2001, shrank to
about Y460 billion by 2007 and 2008.
According to an estimate by a panel on tuna
supply and demand of the Fisheries Agency, the
Government of Japan, the household
consumption of tunas in 2007 stood at 293,000
tons, which was at more or less on the same level
as in 1991. This means that household
consumption had kept a firm tone throughout
this period, although there were some
fluctuations from year to year.
Mass retailers are dealing in sashimi tuna as a
commodity that can attract customers and
therefore generate profit. But, since tunas are
not necessities of life, consumers tend not to buy
them if prices are raised. Furthermore, other food
commodities that can substitute tunas exist.
However, the decline in tuna consumption has
been relatively mild amid the present
circumstance where the overall per-household
consumption value has been declining. Seen
from this perspective, it can be said that tunas
are be maintaining firm demand.

(2) In the eat-out
and take-home
food markets
(including takehome sushi),
consumption in
2007 decreased
substantially to
77,000 tons from
201,000 tons in
1991. Although
this represents an
underestimate because single-person households
were not included in the estimates, the declining
trend is undeniable. The number of sushi
restaurants in Japan in 2006 was 32,340, which
was a decrease of more than 10,000 as compared
with 1991.
On the other hand, other sushi materials such
as salmon, shrimp, squid and octopus are
competing with tunas. This variety of materials
is satisfying the conditions for restaurant
operators for low cost, smooth management, stable
supply and colorful presentation of sushi dishes.
Recently, it often happens that tuna is not
included among three-material sushi menus.
The take-out food market, centering on sushi,
has been shrinking since 2000 in a turnaround
from the continued growth until that year.
(3) The demand for farmed tuna, on the other
hand, is increasing, with a conspicuous influence
on the market of “toro” (prime fatty part of tuna).
Overall, decline is predicted for toro supply in the
days ahead, but the declining trend might be
prevented depending on the supply of farmed
tuna.
Previously, the markets of tuna red meat and
toro had been clearly separated. But, as the toro
market from tuna farming has grown and become
popular, a competition arose between tuna red
meat and toro. It happens that, when toro sells
well, sales of red meat do not go smoothly.
(4) It has been said that demand for tuna is at
the bottom line now but there is no assurance for
demand to recover in the future. Yet there
certainly exists a strong demand for tunas if the
prices are set at low levels. Mass retailers have
now become market leaders in determining prices
of tunas. In order to find a breakthrough out of
this situation, producers need to exert efforts in
marketing and promoting cooperation with
distributors. Further, it is also crucial for them
to try to differentiate tuna from competing
commodities such as salmon and appeal the goodquality of tuna to consumers.
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Piracy Issue

OPRT established
communication network
against piracy off Somalia

A

directly affecting the fishing performance of
Taiwanese fishing vessels. In addition to
Taiwanese vessels, Japanese and Korean fishing
vessels are also operating in that area.
Some countries have dispatched their warships
to the Gulf of Aden to protect their merchant
ships. As a result, pirates moved northward and
began to attack defenseless fishing vessels.

t the OPRT Board Meeting on June 2, the
Taiwanese member of OPRT reported on
the piracy problem off Somali coast as OPRT’s countermeasure
follows: The history of piracy off the Somali coast
In response to the report by the Taiwanese
is well known and all the fishermen are feeling member, OPRT discussed this issue among
threatened by the presence and activities of members concerned and established a scheme of
pirates. Fishing operation is destined to collapse communication and coordination regarding the
once the fishing boats are assailed.
piracy in the area off Somalia in order to ensure
In 2006, Dong Won 628 registered in the the safety of OPRT-registered longline fishing
Republic of Korea, and in 2008, Tianyu 8 vessels operating in the area in question.
registered in the People's Republic of China were
This scheme is designed to have OPRT
taken captive while in operation. The two vessels members communicate among them any
were ransomed at a heavy price.
information regarding the pirates' activities,
But this did not mark the end of a series of which was obtained from the vessels operating
pirate harassments. In early April this year, Win in the area, and help OPRT-registered vessels to
Far 161 registered in Taiwan was attacked during keep away from any attack by the pirates. At
operation in the exclusive economic zone of the present, OPRT members from Taiwan, China, the
Seychelles, with several armed pirates invading Philippines, Korea, the Seychelles and Japan take
the vessel and captivating it. At present, effort is part in this communication scheme.
being made to enable safe return of the fishing
vessel and the crew. I decided to
OPRT Regsistered Fishing Vessels
report the situation of piracy to the
(as of the end of March 2009)
OPRT Board meeting in the hope that
we could take some measures so that
Number of Number of
this kind of tragic incident will never
Fishing
Fishing
occur again during the fishing
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operation in the future.
March 2008) March 2009)

Negative effects of pirate
activities
As negative effects of pirate
activities, we can point to the fact that
insurance companies have
designated the area 600 miles east
of the Somali Sea, from 15 degrees
north to 10 degrees south in the
Indian Ocean, as an area where
insurance is not applicable because
abductions of tankers and container
ships occurred frequently in that
area. A total of 170 Taiwanese fishing
vessels are operating in the Indian
Ocean.
Based on the information from
insurance firms, the western side of
the Indian Ocean has become a
dangerous area, and we will be able
to operate only in the area south of
the Seychelles. But, as fishing
conditions in this area have not been
so favorable in recent years, this is

(1) Japan Tuna Fisheries Cooperative Association
(Japan)
(2) National Ocean Tuna Fishery Association
(Japan)
(3) National Offshore Tuna Fisheries Association
(Japan)
(Sub Total ： Japan)
(4) Taiwan Deep Sea Tuna long-line Boatowners And
Exporters Association
(Legitimized FOC Fishing Vessels-Vanuatu)
(5) Korea Deep Sea Fisheries Association
(Tuna Longline Fisheries Committee)
(6) OPRT Philippines Inc.
(7) Indonesia Tuna Association (ASTUIN)
(8) Distant Water Fisheries Branch of the China
Fisheries Association
(9) Foundation for the Promotion of Responsible
Tuna Fisheries (FUNDATUNA)
(10) Deep Sea Tuna Longline (Seychelles) Association
(11) Fiji Tuna Boat Owners Association (FTBOA)
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